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uniting the Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing of East Texas and all 
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To receive a newsletter, email 
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connections@tdhhc.org.  

CONTACT US: You can leave a 
compliment or complaint at: 

www.tdhhc.org/feedbackform.html.
We want to hear from you!

True Biz!  CODA Is a Huge Success at 2021 
SUNDANCE VIRTUAL FILM FESTIVAL 

The Storyline: 
At 17, Ruby is the only hearing member of her culturally Deaf family.  
The family owns and runs a fishing business in Gloucester, MA.  When 
Ruby discovers her talent for singing, her priorities shift and family 
tensions rise.  Will she continue to help the family with the fishing 
business, or can she follow her dreams of music school? 

The Scoop: 
After premiering at the Sundance Virtual Film Festival this year, CODA 
was an instant classic that elicited a huge bidding war between 
Amazon and Apple.

Apple won, purchasing the global rights to CODA for a record-breaking 
$25 million.  You can read more about it on TheWrap.com or at this 
link.

Sian Heder wrote and directed this English version of the 2014 French-
language film La Famille Bélier.  

Emilia Jones (H, Ruby), Troy Kostur (D, Frank, father), Marlee Matlin 
(D, Jackie, mother), and Daniel Durant (D, Leo, brother) loved working 
with the director to bring the storyline to life.  

You can watch them discuss their involvement in making CODA here, 
or search for it on TheWrap.com.  The interview is in both ASL and 
English.  They very much enjoyed their work on-set, and felt the 
screen-play did a great job of conveying the challenges, successes, 
and richness of Deaf culture.  

Although Apple is not yet streaming CODA, you can click here, or 
check back in the near future at decider.com for streaming locations 
and times.

Let’s hope we can view it in time for Deaf History Month!  
BT/SG
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DEAF HISTORY MONTH 
March 13 - April 15 

March 13, 1988  
Deaf President Now 

April 8, 1864 
President Lincoln signs 

Gallaudet University Charter 
April 15, 1817 

American School for the 
Deaf opens in Hartford, CT 

Even though all social events are on hold, please find ways to 
connect with your friends and loved ones!   

Stay safe & healthy!

COVID-19 Vaccination Information 
• NETHealth has provided a sign-up link for the 

COVID-19 vaccination.  You can access it here.  
• They have also provided location and map information 

here.   
• You can also access their website at 

www.nethealthcovid19.org for more information.
• Or reach them at (903) 535-0030.

WELCOME
ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

VICE PRESIDENT 
ELIZABETH CROOK

Elizabeth was born and raised in Tyler and 
has three siblings. After attending TJC, she 
received a Bachelor degree from TWU and 
Master from UT at Tyler. She has been 
actively involved in Deaf organizations and participated in 
various Deaf functions since the 1980’s. 

For more than 12 years, she has worked at TJC as a Lab 
Specialist and taught ASL in public schools and TJC West 
Campus.  

In the fall of 2020, she took a few theology online classes 
through The King’s University (TKU) and now she is a 
substitute teacher at Grace Community HS and ASL Instructor 
in private lesson.  

Currently, Elizabeth serves as a treasurer of the East Texas 
Deaf Association and vice president of the Advisory Committee 
of TDHHC.  

Since the pandemic, Elizabeth enjoys cooking and spends 
more time with her family. She looks forward to jumping back 
into the Deaf Community and New Beginning Deaf Fellowship 
this year.
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From the Desk of Brenda Toney 
Managing Editor, TDHHC Connections

Just a little food for thought…

Are you staying inside too much?  It’s easy to do these days!  

We do want to protect each other, but we also need social interaction.  Staying in 
touch with our friends and family and finding ways to continue our community 
activities are incredibly important for our well being.  

So. How do we find a balance?

One of the first steps is to eliminate fear.  Understanding facts will drive away fear.  It will also help us be 
able to carry on with our normal activities in a way that is safe and feasible.

We’ve all been told these basics many times over — hand washing, hand sanitizer with 60% or above alcohol, 
etc.   Why?  Because of the way the virus spreads.  This thought might bring fear, so what do we do to 
eliminate that fear?

If we take a moment to understand how COVID-19 actually spreads, we can reduce fear and function closer to 
normal in our daily life.  The “list” is important, but it doesn’t have to completely stop our daily lives.

The CDC has done a page called the “Ways COVID-19 Spreads”.  You can Google the article, or click here for 
more information.   They have also done an informative ASL video series.   You can access it from the link 
above, search on YouTube, or click here:  CDC #COVID-19 ASL .

Don’t let fear keep you from living the best life you can right now.  Eat well and take your vitamins, drink 
plenty of fluids, get enough rest and exercise, buy a good mask and take yourself to go enjoy doing 
something normal.  

GENTLE REMINDERS 
McKinzie Chiropractic 

and Nutrition has 
moved!

They have re-opened 
and are receiving 

patients.

The new location is:

601 Chase Dr., Suite A
Tyler, TX  75701

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-covid-spreads.html
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Anonymous Donor

Thank you to our 
supporters and 

sponsors! 
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McKinzie
Chiropract ic  & Nutr i t ion

ASL’s Deaf and Hard of Hearing Access Specialist Project is 
funded by Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC) - 
Office of Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services (ODHHS).
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